
The bilateral project entitled “Bilateral Ethiopian 

Netherlands Effort for Food, Income and Trade 

Partnership (BENEFIT Partnership) supported by the 

Dutch Government through the Embassy of the Kingdom 

of the Netherlands has, since 2016, been implementing 

four agricultural development programmes: ISSD – 

Integrated Seed Sector Development, CASCAPE - 

Capacity building for Scaling up of evidence based 

Practices in agricultural production in Ethiopia, ENTAG - 

Ethiopia-Netherlands Trade for Agricultural Growth and 

SBN – Sesame Business network. In 2018, a fifth 

programme, REALISE - Realising Sustainable Agricultural 

Livelihood Security in Ethiopia, joined the BENEFIT 

partnership. The Partnership aims at increasing food and 

nutrition security, brokering Dutch expertise, and 

stimulating trade. 

 

The major achievements of the BENEFIT Partnership are 

summarized based on the result chain outputs, which are 

related to  

i. enhancing portfolio collaboration among BENEFIT 

programmes;  

ii. increasing quality and quantity of agricultural 

production;  

iii. improving markets and trade;  

iv. improving the enabling environment for the 

agricultural sector; and  

v. enhancing partnership for synergy.  
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The achievements are serving as a “proof-of-concept” 

that a combination of socioeconomic studies, scientific 

methods and participatory varietal selection is needed to 

effectively delivery varietal portfolios to farmers. The 

major success factors included  

i. collaborative planning that starts from identifying 

relevant stakeholders at all levels;  

ii. the focus on interventions that address the specific 

interest and needs of farmers and stakeholders;  

iii. addressing issues across the value chain using 

complementary expertise of each programme;  

iv. promoting public-private partnership; and  

v. attention given to apply inclusive agricultural 

development where gender and nutrition are 

incorporated across all activities.  

 

These factors were key to gain commitment of key 

stakeholders, ensure sustainability of activities, 

institutionalize best-fit practices and approaches and 

influence key decision makers towards sustainable 

change. 

A total of 1,397,601 smallholder farmers 

reached (140.904 farmers reached directly, 

29% women; 30% youth (< 35))  

180,565 hectares of farm land used more 

eco-efficiently (direct and indirect) 

  

972,482 farmers reached with improved 

access to input markets. 343 seed varieties 

of 20 crops deployed to 15,661 smallholders. 

Supported 73 SPCs, 16 small and medium 

domestic private seed companies and 4 

public seed enterprises to produce and avail 

quality seed 

 

61,692 persons reached/trained with 

improved technology and skills and 

177,793 trained farmers in sustainable 

agricultural production & practices;  

16 best-fit practice manuals were prepared 

and associated training given to 809 SMS and 

experts and 192 researchers   

 

8 platform meetings organized to initiate 

discussions on pertinent challenges and 

opportunities in relation to improving quality 

and quantity of agriculture stainability  

 

 

Increased quality and quantity of 

sustainable agricultural production                                                                                                                      

Collaborative BENEFIT portfolio                      

ISSD, CASCAPE, SBN, REALISE and to a lesser 

extent ENTAG, have contributed to the objective of 

increasing the quality and quantity of sustainable 

agricultural production in 2019. ISSD targeted 

improving the availability and use of quality seed of 

new, improved and/or farmer preferred varieties. 

CASCAPE focused on  testing and validation of best 

fit agricultural practices for scaling and 

dissemination in AGP woredas giving special 

attention to diversification, nutrition and building 

capacities to develop and implement agricultural 

development plans and strategies. SBN targeted 

enhancing sesame production and reduction of 

production cost. REALISE with a focus on PSNP 

woredas worked on improving access to quality seed 

of preferred varieties, development of best-fit 

practices, capacity development, and addressing 

issues related with enabling environment. ENTAG in 

this regard, facilitated creation of pull factor for 

increased production through improved market 

access and stakeholders’ linkage.  

Through these efforts the following achievements 

were recorded in 2019: 

BENEFIT partnership product-place strategy aims at 

implementing diverse activities for a specific commodity in 

a specific target area by engaging BENEFIT programmes 

based on their respective areas of expertise and 

consideration of the whole value chain of a commodity. 

This strategy helps the partnership to achieve results and 

demonstrate evidences in an integrated and synergetic 

manner to farmers, practitioners and policy makers. 

In 2019, BENEFIT implemented product-place combination 

interventions in 17 woredas in Amhara, Tigray, Oromia 

and Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region 

(SNNPR) covering five priority crops, namely sesame, malt 

barley, soya bean, potato, and bread wheat and some 

minor activities on sorghum, mung bean and chickpea. 

The collaborative activities that mainly focused on 

addressing challenges related with the seed system, 

productivity, market and policy have registered impressive 

results. The trainings and support to Seed Producing 

Cooperatives (SPCs) and promotion of cluster and contract 

farming resulted in increased local production of improved 

seed which in turn increased access to quality seed with 

affordable price. Financial literacy and marketing trainings 

improved the business and finance skills of cooperatives.  

Use of crowdsouring and participatory variety selection 

models along with the introduction of associated 

agronomic practices enhanced use of improved, quality, 

farmer preferred varieties and good agronomic practices 

along with increased farmers knowledge on variety 

evaluation and selection. Some of the interventions 

addressed challenges related to deep-rooted malnutrition, 

severe land degradation and decreasing soil fertility 

through introduction and scaling up of economical, 

nutritional and environmental crops (soya bean and mung 

bean), improved technology and commercialization.  

 



To promote market and trade development, 

BENEFIT programmes implemented diverse 

activities in 2019 related to  

i. enhancing the performance of the seed 

value chain;  

ii. facilitating sesame product and market 

development; and 

iii. facilitation of backward and forward market 

linkages, and trade and investment 

integration among local and foreign 

agribusiness companies. 

 

ISSD, ENTAG and SBN, contributed through 

various activities to the objective of improved 

markets and trade. ISSD through enhancing the 

performance of the seed value chain; ENTAG 

through increasing the performance of key sub-

sectors and enhancing B2B linkages; and SBN 

supporting the development of sesame products 

and markets. 

ENTAG has been serving as a catalyst in the national 

and regional policy, strategy and institutional reforms 

and drafting of new regulations on Ethiopian poultry, 

spices, aquaculture and pulses subsectors. 

Accordingly, the programme facilitated (i) an incentive 

package for investors in aquaculture and fisheries 

sector; (ii) the drafting of the poultry marketing legal 

framework; (iii) approval and legalization of export of 

poultry feed to other countries; and (iv) drafting of a 

proposal for establishing Ethiopian Pulse Council, a 

public-private partnership entity. 

 

SBN facilitated (i) adaptation of a digital information 

system for the sesame sector; (ii) application of the 

kebele agro-economic planning tool to 50 kebeles and 

ensuring a buy-in from regional stakeholders; and (iii) 

preparation and sharing of several lessons learned, 

experience papers and issue briefs on strategic issues. 

 

REALISE  strengthened enabling environment under 

PSNP context by (i) introduction of “the 1,000 Birr 

package approach”, where farmers use half the 

recommended amount of inorganic fertilizers with the 

equivalent of farm generated compost per ha in an 

effort to enhance affordability; (ii) enhancing 

resilience of farmers by promoting diversification of 

production (poultry and small ruminants); and (iii) 

capacity building on matching, adapting, validating 

and scaling best fit practices. 

 

 

Improved enabling environment 

Improved markets and trade                        

 

 

As a programme that targets demonstration of evidences for 

agricultural transition, different interventions were 

implemented to improve enabling environments. These 

interventions covered a range of activities including:  

 

i. identification of relevant policy issues for further 

discussions based on prevailing challenges and 

opportunities;  

ii. documentation of demonstrated evidences in for the 

identified priority issues;  

iii. engagement with relevant stakeholders to ensure the 

communication of demonstrated evidences through 

different forums mainly workshops; and  

iv. contribution & facilitation of the design of new 

directives and regulations. 

 

To enhance the performance of the seed value chain, ISSD’ 

effort resulted in publication of the strategic document 

‘Transforming the Ethiopian Seed Sector: Issues and 

Strategies’; in finalizing the draft national seed policy; 

amendments to the 2013 Seed Proclamation; and the  

development of the draft Plant Breeders’ Right Regulation. 

As active participant in the National Seed Advisory Group, 

ISSD also supported the signing of early generation seed 

production and marketing plans and contractual 

agreements; and backed the Ethiopian Seed Association in 

identifying and addressing key policy constraints to private 

seed sector development in the new draft seed policy. 

 

CASCAPE facilitated high-level policy debate with policy 

makers including members of parliament, heads of 

extension programmes of public institutions to ensure the 

scaling up of testing and validating agricultural technologies 

in an integrated manner for improved adoption. 

 

34,094 farmers reached with 

improved access to output markets 

 

60 companies supported with plan to 

invest, trade or provide services 

Contributed to 25 substantial policy 

changes/ reforms 



The BENEFIT Partnership aims to improve 
sustainable food, income and trade 
among rural households in Ethiopia. What 

we mean by ‘improved food’ refers not only to quantity, but also 
quality, including nutritional value. Furthermore, we aim to 
improve the practice of food production and trade. In doing so, we 
focus on sustainability and the inclusion of disadvantaged groups 
in society, such as women smallholders.  

For more information: 

Dawit Alemu (PhD)  Irene Koomen (PhD) 

BENEFIT Manager, Ethiopia BENEFIT Coordinator, WUR 

dawitalemu.benefit@gmail.com   irene.koomen@wur.nl  

 

BENEFIT Partnership Address +251 911629149 

SAN Building 2nd Floor  www.benefitethiopia.org 

Square Bisarata Gebriel  

Woreda 03, Kebele 05  For more information:  

Nifas Silk Laphto Subcity  BenefitETH@gmail.com  

       

        Enhanced partnership for synergy 

Coordination for synergy among BENEFIT 

programmes and other development 

programmes was implemented by the BENEFIT 

Partnership Coordination Unit (PCU) mainly 

through facilitation of (i) alignment of 

programmes and their collaboration; (ii) 

collaboration and alignment with other projects 

and programmes; (iii) facilitation of BENEFIT 

level policy engagement; (iv) mainstreaming 

social inclusion and nutrition, and (v) fostering 

collaboration in BENEFIT portfolio. 

 

To ensure effective alignment and synergy the 

Partnership facilitated formal and informal 

collaboration through  

 

i. membership and active engagement in the 

newly restructured four technical 

committees of the RED&FS. BENEFIT is 

currently serving as co-chair for the 

agricultural input and output marketing 

development technical committee; 

ii. formal collaboration with ATA to jointly 

engage with relevant stakeholders in the 

areas of seed sector development, soil test 

based fertilizer application, sesame sector 

development, and general agricultural 

market development; 

iii. collaborating with the Ministry of Industry in 

promoting investment in agroindustry 

parks; and 

iv. engaging and facilitating the functioning of 

taskforces and technical committees like the 

National Seed Advisory Group, the 

Agricultural Development Partners Linkage 

Advisory Councils at national and regional 

level. 

 

BENEFIT also facilitated and attended regular 

meetings with relevant stakeholders including 

monthly meeting with MoA, played active role in 

strengthening linkage among research-

education-extension along promotion of 

mandate zonation; and participated in different 

policy dialogues (institutionalization of ICT for 

agricultural extension, development of value 

chains, scaling climate-smart agriculture, 

Innovative Approaches to Evidence Uptake & 

Use in Africa etc.). 

 

In relation to mainstreaming social inclusion & 

nutrition, BENEFIT PCU activities mainly focused 

on 

i. documentation and communication of 

gender and nutrition experiences and 

evidences of BENEFIT Programmes;  

ii. providing technical support and 

backstopping on nutrition and gender; and  

iii. participation and sharing of experiences 

using the national level network meetings in 

the areas of gender and nutrition. 

Programmes in BENEFIT Partnership  

Integrated Seed Sector Development in 
Ethiopia (ISSD Ethiopia) - supports the 
development of a vibrant, pluralistic and 
market oriented seed sector in Ethiopia 
www.issdethiopia.org 

Capacity Building for Scaling up of Evidence
-based Best Practices in Agricultural 
production (CASCAPE) improves agricultural 
productivity through promoting evidence-
based best agricultural practices  

Ethiopian-Netherlands Trade  for 
Agribusiness (ENTAG) - supports private 
sector development and trade in Ethiopia   
www.entag.org 

Sesame Business Network support 
project (SBN) - supports stakeholders of 
the SBN in developing competitive, 
sustainable and inclusive sesame value 
chains in Ethiopia   www.sbnethiopia.org 

Realising Sustainable Agricultural Livelihood 

Security in Ethiopia (REALISE) aims to 

contribute to sustainable livelihoods through 

the introduction of improved farming 

practices, innovations and social experiments 

to strengthen the current Productive Safely 

Net Programme (PSNP) in Ethiopia.  


