ENSET SCRAPER
Small investment with multiple benefits
The problem: Lack of evidence
based technology
In Ethiopia, enset production, harvesting and
processing is one of the most burdensome
household activities that is predominantly
done by women. The traditional processing
method is labor and time consuming,
inconvenient and unhygienic leading to
physical pain and disease in women and
their families. Even though there have been
many efforts to introduce appropriate
harvesting and processing technologies, the
technologies were not easily adopted by the
community. In most cases the efficiency and
performance of these technologies is not
well studied and practically demonstrated to
generate enough evidence for scaling.

The Intervention:
An integrated approach
BENEFIT-CASCAPE works to improve
agricultural productivity through generating
and promoting evidence-based best
agricultural practices. In 2014, the
programme conducted an in-depth study
titled “Production systems of enset and
performance assessment of processing
technologies by farmers” in Malga and
Enemorena Ener woredas. Enset processing
technologies from Wolayta Sodo Rural
Technology Promotion Center (WSRTPC),
Melkasa Agricultural Research Center
(MARC) and the traditional processing tool
were evaluated. The research revealed that
with few modifications, the technology
from WSRTPC performed the best.
Based on the research recommendations,
Hawassa University (BENEFIT-CASCAPE
implementing partner) worked with the
Regional Bureau of Agriculture, for
WSRTPC to modify (i) the width of the
enset scraper (increase from 20cm to
30cm); and (ii) to make undulated surface
of the scraper to best fit the size of the enset
leaf sheath.
Following the recommended modifications,
ten scrapers were distributed to ten women
groups in 2014 and six scrapers were
distributed to six women groups in 2018.
To maximize the impact of the intervention,
the programme focused on women who
scrap enset in their locality as a source of
income. Each group had 15 to 17 members.
In collaboration with Hawassa University
College of Agriculture, the women were
trained on how to use the scraper and tested
the
efficiency,
conveniences,
and
performances of the scraper themselves.

Results
The women found the new scraper was
better in terms of productivity (output),
color and taste of kocho, easiness to
process, hygiene, inclusion of other
member of the family to participate in
the processing, reducing health risk etc.
The findings showed an increase in
productivity from 30.8kg per hr using
local scraper to 46.2kg per hr. In
addition, the women appreciated that
they can scrap in both standing and
sitting positions depending on the length
of the enset leaf and can place the tool
anywhere without needing other support.

Recommendations
1. The enset scraper technology is made of
timber and it requires care in handling
and
utilization.
Hence,
it
is
recommended for farmers to have their
own scraper.
2. Farmers can establish revolving fund
group to finance the purchase of the
enset processing technologies as the
initial investment is costly.
3. Farmers should also learn how to
maintain the scraper to ease their
dependency on outsider technician.
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